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Gay Mexican-Israeli American Jew Amir Levi Brings His 
Coming-of-Age Tale, MALE MATRIARCH to the West Coast 

Following a Critically Acclaimed Run at the  
New York International Fringe Festival 

 
(February 1, 2012) - Male Matriarch – the autobiographical story of its star and creator Amir 
Levi – challenges postmodern gay identity through his cultural desire to create a nuclear family 
based on traditional values. Strongly influenced by the love stories of his mother and 
grandmother, Amir shares his Builla’s rhythm, his mother’s taste in curly-haired men, and thinks 
he’s destined to be the next matriarch of his Mexican Jewish American family. When his first 
relationship crumbles, dashing his boyhood dreams, he quickly finds that the fairy tale 
courtships of his beloved matriarchs seem nowhere to be found.   
 
Presented by Alive Theatre and Inventing Room Productions as part of the Long Beach 
Playhouse’s NEW Collaborative Series, the show will be directed by Shauna Horn with 
choreography by Megan Sipe and original music by Jesse Soursourian.  Following a run at the 
New York International Fringe Festival in August, Male Matriarch is making its West Coast debut 
at the Long Beach Playhouse’s Studio Theatre in Long Beach, CA. 
 
Levi wrote Male Matriarch (formerly titled Te Busco) under the guidance of playwrights Rachel 
Sheinkin (Tony Award, The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee), Lucy Thurber (Scarcity, 
13P) and Adam Bock (A Small Fire, The Drunken City) while Levi was studying at the O'Neill 
National Theater Institute.  Ms. Sheinkin wrote to Amir, “I was very impressed with the 
commitment and passion you brought to [Male Matriarch], and the observant, nuanced writing...I 
hope it's a project you'll continue.” Since then, Male Matriarch has been developed by directors 
Portia Krieger and Shauna Horn at Manhattan Theater Source, Emerging Artists Theatre, The 
Tank, and in 2010 enjoyed its Off-Broadway debut at 45 Bleecker Theatre in New York. For more 
information on Amir and the show, check out: www.malematriarch.com. 

Performances: (Running time: 65 minutes) 
Tuesday, March 6th @ 8pm 

Wednesday, March 7th @ 8pm 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Where: 
Long Beach Playhouse’s Studio Theatre 
5021 East Anaheim Street 
Long Beach, CA 90804 

Tickets:  
$20 General / $15 Students and Seniors  
$10 groups of 10 or more  
www.lbplayhouse.org   (562) 494-1014 
 

http://www.malematriarch.com/
http://www.lbplayhouse.org/
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About Amir Levi:  
Amir Levi, a bi-coastal actor in LA and NYC, is a graduate from the Atlantic Theater Conservatory and Atlantic Theater LA. 
Some New York credits include Turning (Working Man's Clothes), Generic Hispanic (Puerto Rican Traveling Theatre), The 
Chrome Warrior (Sum of Us Theatre), The Field of Mars: Chapter 1 (Counts Media), Blind Date (Bouchez-Brazda), Requiem 
(Kirkos), ¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ aŀȅ .Ŝ 9ƴŘƛƴƎΧ .ǳǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜȄ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ (WOW Café’), and Amir's Solo Show, Male Matriarch, 
which he performed at 45Bleecker, as well as FringeNYC 2011.  In LA, his main credit is Four Clowns, (Won Best Physical 
and Dance Theater Award through the Hollywood Fringe 2010), which has not only had 4 runs, but has also toured the 
entire country.  Other LA credits include: Balm in Gilead (Coeurage Theatre), Last Days of Judas Iscariot (Urban Theatre 
Movement), Long Beach Poppin Play Festival (Alive Theatre), as well as several other productions.  Outside of NYC, some 
favorite parts have included the Narrator in a concert version of Mozart’s The Abduction from the Seraglio with the 
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra and Yoel Levi, as well as with the Ann Arbor Symphony and Arie Lipsky; Mrs. Forrest in 
Psycho Beach Party (WTF Workshop); the Narrator for Peter & the Wolf, as well as the premiere of Joshua Penman’s 
Raccoon Tune in a second engagement with the Ann Arbor Symphony Orchestra.  A dancer and choreographer as well, 
Amir has performed with Alexx & Ann Make Dances as well as Philippa Kaye Company, and is the Artistic Director for The 
Poisonous Ladies:Amir Levi Dance.  You can see Amir as a series regular in the webseries, Unicorn Plan-It, on 
Autostraddle.com www.theamirlevi.com 
 
About Alive Theatre 
Alive Theatre was founded in January 2008 by CSULB theatre grads Jeremy Aluma and Danielle Dauphinee, with 
considerable help from their peers. The mission of Alive Theatre is to establish theatre as an exciting and essential form of 
expression and entertainment for a new generation not yet aware of the power of experiencing living art. Knowing that 
not all who wander are lost, this band of nomadic artists traverses the city of Long Beach in its quest for a more 
enlightened populace. By incorporating all art forms into the theatrical experience, Alive Theatre strives to strengthen the 
bonds among artists in the community of Long Beach and to act as a gateway through which audiences will explore the 
creative movement taking place in their very own neighborhoods. Selected credits include The Long Beach PoppinΩ Play 
Festival – Lafayette Hotel; Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead – Naples Fine Art Center; References to Salvador Dali 
Make Me Hot - Museum of Latin American Art (MoLAA); Frozen - Immanuel Center for Conscious Living; OrsonΩs Shadow – 
Long Beach Playhouse www.alivetheatre.org 
 
About Inventing Room Productions:  
Inventing Room Productions was founded by Aaron Diehl and Shauna Horn in 2010 to focus on bringing engaging new 
works to NY stages and began with developing a production of Male Matriarch for an off-Broadway house. Recent 
productions include was Loose Women of Low Character at The Gene Frankel Theater, part of The Planet Connections 
Theater Festivity and Male Matriarch at FringeNYC. In the spring they will present a staged reading of Belle Brezing, the 
story of Kentucky’s legendary turn-of-the-century madam. Aaron Diehl also works in Theatrical Management and 
Administration. Selected Credits: New York Shakespeare Festival -2007 (Intern - The Public Theater); National Tour of 
Legally Blonde (Associate with Amanda Lipitz Productions); A Little Night Music, Rock of Ages and the national tour of 
Young Frankenstein (Assistant to Producers at Frankel Green Theatrical Management). Shauna works primarily as a Stage 
Director. Selected Credits: Finding Elizabeth Taylor – Stage Left Studio; Loose Women of Low Character - Gene Frankel 
Theatre; Te Busco - 45 Bleecker Theatre; Militia Slumber Party, or Embracing the New World Order (GLO Festival) - 
Theatre 54; Prelude to a Kiss - Studio Players, Inc..  

 

 

 

Press Contact: 

Danielle Dauphinee 

Alive Theatre 
(562) 818-7364 
danielle@alivetheatre.org 
 

or E-mail: malematriarch@gmail.com 
 

***One-on-one interviews and images are available upon request*** 
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